Maulin Race 30th June 1999
Report by Douglas Barry

Noel Berkeley (DSD) held off the intense pressure heaped upon him by Deon
McNeilly to win the Maulin race in a new record time. In an 8K race that had a
frisson of excitement about it from the start, the leading protagonists, which included
internationals Paul Nolan and Gerry McGrath, forced the pace up the steep ride that
heads up through the forest to the bald open summit of Maulin mountain overlooking
Glencree in Co. Wicklow.

McNeilly - winner of the previous week's Howth race and a former British cross
country champion - pushed hard up the latter half of the climb with Berkeley closely
shadowing him. As the leading pair shaped up to each other, Gerry McGrath, a former
Belfast marathon winner, who had stuck to them earlier, drifted off the furious pace
set by the Newcastle man and Berkeley - the current 10,000 track champion.

McNeilly - winner of the Irish Championship race at Flagstaff - led at the summit and
Berkeley had to bide his time on the initial descent. A few hundred metres later as the
ground levelled, he pushed hard and overtook Deon on the ridge leading to the short
southerly drop towards the Wicklow Way and the infant Dargle river. However, a loss
of concentration while looking for the sharp turn into the Way ensured that the
determined Newcastle runner grabbed the lead back.

Berkeley powered past again on the fast descent overlooking Powerscourt waterfall,
but Deon looked full of fight as he closed again on a vulnerable looking DSD runner
as they swept past us on the descent from Ride Rock. However, it was the Newcastle
man who eventually yielded as Berkeley took the win in a record time of 32 minutes
34 seconds. Both Noel and Deon were under the 1992 record of 33.05 held by former
international Gerry Brady.

In the women's race, another interesting battle between Laura McGinley (Raheny) and
Ajax's Joan Flanagan was resolved in favour of the Raheny runner. Laura drew out a
good lead on the climb, but Joan clawed back her advantage to a few metres on the
descent, but couldn't close completely. However, Veronica Colleran's excellent record
of 39 minutes even remained inviolate. In contrast, Justin May had a powerful run to
win the over 40s category and lower Javier Odriozola's record by over 2 minutes.
Calvin Torrans also set a new over 50s record when he won that category.

Mau | | n 30/06/99
Pos Num Name Club Cat Time
1 169 Noel Berkeley DSD 32.34 Record
2 355 Deon McNeilly Newcastle AC 32.48
3 272  Ger McGrath DSD 35.20
4 298 Paul Nolan Crusaders 35.59
5 168 Justin May 3ROC M40 37.05 Record
6 217 Mark Doyle Eagle M.R.C. MJ 39.18


http://www.iol.ie/~imra/pic99hwth_mcneillyors.html
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